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strustful and partly too confiding. At the same time ey saw the most favourable opportunity for war proaching. In the inconsistency of our policy of vading Serbia we offered the Entente the pretext r imputing to us the preventive war. The grave arge of war agitation, which has done us such im-sasurable harm, was raised.
The encirclement policy of the Entente had at any te several times occasioned some nervousness in irmany. For it evinced indubitable symptoms of a nspiracy. Since the end of 1912 we knew that e Serbs were intended for the part of the Piedmont the Balkans, of beginning the disintegration of the apsburg Monarchy when the time should be ripe, e were not far from stamping out these sparks then fore they could burst into flame, and indeed this was riously considered by Austria in 1913, but turned >wn by Italy and us. Further, we had heard ^f issian utterances to the effect that something ing to begin in 1916. Consequently one occasionally *t with the view expressed by irresponsible and half-formed people, but solely by such people that " If the ir cannot be avoided, then the sooner the better." le Russian armaments, which " were to be ready in 116," were not to be taken too lightly on account of e St. Petersburg war-party, which actually availed elf of the European confusion in the last week of ly, 1914, to set going the whole conflagration. In ite of this a German preventive war against Russia uld never have been justified. Moreover, our cau-